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文天祥：秦皇安在哉，萬里長城築怨；
        姜女未亡也，千秋片石銘貞。

BY DR. PATRICK LAU
   The Great Wall has long been integrated with Chinese 
mythology. The most popular legend is Meng Jiangnu. 
It continues to appear in books, operas, movies, 
television series, musicals and plays. Most scholars 
claim that the origin of the anecdote was during the 
Qin Dynasty, while some suggest that the story was 
described in the Zuo Zhuan 左傳. 
   Regardless, the most popular legend states that Meng 
Jiangnu was a very caring, compassionate lady with 
exceptional beauty. One day the emperor’s soldiers 
arrived at the village, barging in houses to capture 
all the young men to transport them to construct the 
Great Wall. Fan Xiliang 范喜良, a refined, handsome 
scholar managed to narrowly escape and hide behind 
a tree in the garden belonging to Jiangnu’s parents. 
She accidentally discovered Xiliang’s presence and 
was frightened. He, awed by her beauty, explained 
about his plight of evading the authority. Jiangnu 
was, in turn, fascinated by his charm, love at the first 
sight for both of them. Being sympathetic, her parents 
accommodated him in their house. Eventually, Xiliang 
and Jiangnu got married. 
   Unfortunately, on the wedding night, vicious Qin 
soldiers suddenly emerged to arrest Xiliang who was 
sent north, as thousands of others, to build the Great 
Wall. The commoners were forced to undertake 
grueling and arduous labor; but they were not provided 
with sufficient food and shelters. It was estimated 
that 400,000 to one million people died from hunger, 
exhaustion, traumatic injuries and illness. And they 
were buried under the Great Wall.
   Jiangnv felt exceedingly devastated; she missed her 
beloved husband dearly, weeping every single day. She 
waited and waited. She witnessed bright spring flowers 
blooming, green leaves of summer transforming into 
colorful autumn foliage, and snow falling in winter; 
yet Xiliang did not return. Worrying that her husband 
exposed to extreme cold weather in the northern 
frontier, she diligently sewed a cotton padded coat and 
pants for him. She embarked on a lengthy, impossible 
journey, hundreds of miles, on foot. She encountered 
lofty, craggy mountains, raging, treacherous rivers and 
harsh weathers, crisscrossing uncharted, dangerous 
territories, and slipping and falling in numerous times. 
She suffered from severe hunger and unbearable pain, 

but she obstinately did not give up; the indistinguishable 
flame of love kept her willpower alive. 
   Eventually, Jiangnv arrived at the construction site. 
After searching for Xiliang for days, she was informed 
that he succumbed to starvation and exhaustion 
months earlier and was buried under the Great Wall. 
Being so distraught, Jiangnv burst in tears and cried 
incessantly for three days and nights, mourning for 
her husband’s demise. The Heaven was profoundly 
touched by her great agony and devotion, the sky 
turned dark and a gust of a gale-force wind appeared 
suddenly, miraculously collapsing a section of the 
Great Wall, exposing numerous sets of skeletons of 
the deceased laborers among the rubble. Jiangnv cut 
her fingers and dripped her blood onto the skeletons 
until her blood permeated into one set of a skeleton. 
Thus, she identified Xiliang’s skeletal remains.  She 
sorrowfully buried him with proper rites; she then 
committed suicide out of overwhelming grief by 
jumping into the sea. 
   According to another version, Qin Shi Huang 秦
始皇, the tyrant, was infuriated by Jiangnv for the 
partial collapse of the Great Wall. His soldiers arrested 
her and brought her to the palace. The emperor was 
captivated by her beauty; he wanted to make her one 
of his concubines. She asserted that she would marry 
him, if he was willing to give Xiliang a stately burial. 
The emperor consented. After the grand burial, Jiangnv 
plunged into the sea and committed the ultimate 
sacrifice for the love of her husband. 
   This is a story of unending love and the power 
of love to conquer all impediments. It depicts that 
the construction of the Great Wall was infused with 
the blood, sweat and tears of millions of innocent 
peasants. It also reflects the commoners’ abhorrence 
for oppressive, feudal tyranny and their desire and 
pursuit of a free, happy, and peaceful family life. The 
persona of Jiangnu symbolizes the kindheartedness, 
faithfulness, devotion and chastity of the admirable 
ancient Chinese ladies. The legend of Meng Jiangnu 
was approved by the State Council to be included in 
the list of the national intangible cultural heritage.
   汪遵: 一叫長城萬仞摧, 杞梁遺骨逐妻回。
        南鄰北裡皆孀婦, 誰解堅心繼此來。
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The Governor’s Week in Photos

   Entrepreneur Named Finalist in 
InnovateHER Challenge

Governor Pence Visits with Indiana FFA Students 
January 21, 2016. 
   Indiana FFA (Future Farmers Assoc) members from 
West Washington pose alongside Governor Mike Pence 
at the Statehouse last Thursday afternoon.  

Source: Governor Pence  Press Office

Image courtesy of Vibronix Inc.

The U.S. Small Business Administration has named 
an Indiana entrepreneur one of the finalists in the 2016 
InnovateHER Business Challenge. Dr. Pu Wang, co-
founder of West Lafayette-based Vibronix Inc., was 
selected for his MarginPAT innovation.
     MarginPAT is an intraoperative assessment of 
breast tumor margin using a photoacoustic/ultrasound 
imaging system. According to the Vibronix web site, 
the MarginPAT system provides a shorter procedure 
time, allowing a surgeon to clear cancer residue after 
removing a tumor from a breast cancer patient, which 

Governor Pence Signs Education Agenda Bills 
Focused on Supporting Teachers and Schools January 
21, 2016. 
   Governor Mike Pence joins a bipartisan group of 
Statehouse leaders as he signs into law two of his 
agenda bills focused on supporting teachers and 
schools. The first, Senate Enrolled Act 200, holds 
schools harmless for their A-F grades for the 2014-2015 
year to accommodate the transition to more rigorous 
academic standards. The second, House Enrolled Act 
1003, ensures that teacher bonuses and evaluations are 
not negatively impacted by the transition to a new test 
this year.

reduces the chance for a second surgery.
     “SBA Indiana is proud to have a finalist right here 
in West Lafayette,” said Stacey Poynter, director of the 
SBA Indiana district. “This new precision medicine 
technology will transform the medical community and 
promises to be a game changer. There is incredible 
talent and ability in all 10 finalists and their creativity 
sends a message that is loud and clear: Entrepreneurship 
makes anything possible.”
      Dr. Wang co-founded Vibronix at Purdue University 
along with Dr. Ji-Xin Cheng. He and the other 
nine finalists will go to the National InnovateHER: 
Innovating for Women Business Summit in Washington 
D.C. in March. There, they will pitch their products and 
ideas to a panel of expert judges as they compete for the 
three awards, which total $70,000 in prize money.
     The InnovateHER: Innovating for Women Business 
Challenge is a nationwide business competition to 
“highlight innovative products and services created and 
launched by cutting-edge entrepreneurs.”
  Source: Inside Indiana Business, Alex Brown, 
Multimedia Journalist

BY ECHO LU
   West Chester, Ohio – On Jan. 23, 2016, parents 
and students gathered at the Miami University 
VOA Campus at 7847 VOA Park Drive to attend a 
“Bully-Proofing Youth” seminar featured speaker 
Jim Bisenius, an expert on anti-bullying who has 20 
years of experience as a child and adolescent therapist 
specializing in teaching extremely targeted students 
how to handle bullying situations. 
   On Dec. 11, 2014, 13-year-old Emilie Olsen shot 
herself in the head with her father’s gun. Evidence 
uncovered by the WCPO I-Team show Emilie was the 
victim of bullying. One piece of these evidence include 
an online conversation with a fellow student at Fairfield 
Middle School ten days before Emilie’s suicide, “I’m 
causing all this trouble on Earth. And people look at me 
like I’m a freak and I’m tired of it. It hurts when you 
have to explain yourself to people you don’t know or 
like. You feel them judging you, staring at you, talking 
about you. I’ve made up my mind. I wanna die. My 
New Year’s resolution is to…have my perfect suicide 
go as planned.” 
   On Dec 14, 2015, Emilie’s parents filed a federal 
lawsuit accuses nine Fairfield City Schools officials, 
the school district and the school board of knowing 
Emilie was bullied at school but did not stop it. 
   In response to the cry of the need, a ‘Bully-Proofing 
Youth’ seminar was held last week by Asian Community 
Alliance (ACA), a non-profit organization founded in 
2004, with a mission to provide quality, compassionate, 
and culturally sensitive programs and services to build 
capacity in Asian populations in Greater Cincinnati 
area. Organizers hope the seminar would help educate 
parents and children in the community and prevent 
similar tragedy to happen again. The event was free to 
the public, but the presenter required that only children 
aged 10 and above can attend. 
   Emilie’s parents Mark and Cindy Olsen and their 
younger daughter Claire also attended the event. 
   “This topic is very close to my heart, it’s something 
that I didn’t set out to become. I never said I am going 
to be the person who teaches kids what to do if they 
are being picked on, it just happened, from the very 
first kid I worked with as a therapist,” Bisenius said at 
the beginning of the seminar, “that was almost always 
what’s happening in the background with the majority 
of the kids I worked with, and I had to figure out very 
quickly how to make it stop.”
   “I am going to share with you the early mistakes that 
I made so that you don’t make them with your own 
children.” Bisenius continued. “And this training is 
going to be unique, because I am going to tell you step 
by step what to have your son or daughter do if they 
are being picked on verbally, physically or socially 
excluded.” 
   Bisenius made up two names, “Mildew” for girl bully 
and “Ichabod” for boy bully, when he gives examples 
during consulting and training. “I don't want it to be 
a real kid’s name.” but he said would apologize if he 
does insult somebody.  Bisenius went into details about 
verbal bullying, physical bullying and social bullying, 
techniques to stop the harm and how to help the victims 
and the bullies. He also gave the attendees a nine-page 
handout of his lecture.
   Bisenius and his wife have been married for 15 
years, they do not have any children but they have 
been talking about adopting. He indicated that he 
would adopt an older child who might be challenged 
as he could handle him/her better than an average 
person since he was trained to work with difficult kids. 
Bisenius said they might adopt two kids in the future. 
When asked whether he could avoid making mistakes 
with raising his own children because he is an expert in 
the subject matter, he said “no”. “I will be 80 and still 
learning about this (child nurturing), I am not gonna 

know everything.” 
   “We spent seven years trying to have children, and we 
were unable (to).” Said Emilie’s mother Cindy Olsen. 
One of Cindy and Marc’s friends had adopted a child 
from China. 
   “China really had the best program,” Cindy continued, 
“It was about a one year wait.” The program they were 
using was called “Great Wall China Adoption” at Texas. 
   The Olsen couple flew to Beijing and received their 
10-month-old daughter Emilie in Shanxi Province. The 
Olsens never kept the adoption a secret from Emilie, 
and she seemed secure about whom she is when she 
was younger, until she got older and being bullied at 
school. 
   Emilie’s younger sister Claire was also adopted 
from China. The sisters loved to play on trampoline 
and watch TV together. Emilie would do Claire’s hair. 
“Emilie was very kind (to her sister). Everywhere we 
went, she want Claire to go with her, and if she was 
gonna get something, she want to get Claire something 
also.”  
   “She was (a) very sweet, very kind, gentle soul.” 
Cindy said. 
   Before they adopted Emilie, Cindy and Mark know 
little about Chinese culture. They had to do a lot of 
research, and they attended Chinese New Year parties 
in the community before they got Emilie and every 
year after. They also joined a chapter of ‘Families with 
Children from China (FCC)’, a nondenominational 
organization of families who have adopted children 
from China in Dayton, Ohio and later a bigger chapter 
in Cincinnati, Ohio. 
   Emilie was an A student at school. “She was very 
smart. She loved school from the time she start 
kindergarten.” Cindy said, “She never missed (school), 
Mark added. “Until the last few moths of her life.”
   Emilie loved to be outdoors, and played volleyball 
in 7th grade. She also enjoyed reading, and had big 
interest in math and science. “She just loves to go to 
school.” Cindy said. 
   “I only need to show her once. Once she is showed she 
knew.” Mark said. “And a lot of times she taught us.” 
Cindy said. Emilie was very into the field of medical 
care, she was thinking to become an ER doctor when 
she grown up. 
   The past year was very hard for the family, but they 
did receive a lot of support from family, friends and the 
community. “We just really want to educate everyone 
about bullying, because a lot of people feel that it might 
not be going on in their house, just because their kids 
aren’t talking about it doesn’t mean it’s not going on.” 
   “I think there are a lot of kids are going to lie about 
it, exactly what Jim said, they are afraid to talk about 
it because the bullies would come back even harder.” 
Cindy said.
   “Our family suffered a lot. Six months after Emilie 
passed away my father died. So it was a very rough 
year, because she loved her grandpa too.” Mark said. 
   “We really want schools to educate children, and 
children to be kind to other people, and I do not want 
any parents to ever go through what we are going 
through. Every night before we go to bed we miss our 
daughter terribly, and we would do anything to have her 
back, and anything for other kids, so they are not going 
through this.” Cindy said.
   When asked about what reminds her most about her 
sister and what she loves most about her sister, Claire 
said “the trampoline”, because they would spend 
hours on it, and Emilie would teach Claire things, they 
would chat and laugh together the whole time. (To be 
continued)
   Stay tuned for part 2 in our next edition on how to 
‘Bully-Proof’ our youth as our reporter unfold the 
lecture from the seminar.
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Claire Olsen, Cindy Olsen and Mark Olsen at the “Bully-Broofing Youth” Seminar On Jan 23, 2016.
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